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Assistant Commissioner of F&A 
serves as the “Chief Executive 
Officer” of RPA. 

Assistant Commissioner  
and State Architect  
perform an oversight role for 
Univ. of Tennessee &  
Board of Regents projects. 

State of Tennessee System for Authorization and 
Administration of Projects using this Designers’ Manual 

 

State Architect serves as 
the “Chief Staff Officer”  
of the SBC.

STATE BUILDING COMMISSION 
(SBC) 

Approval and oversight of all projects. 
Governor, 

Lt. Governor, Speaker of the House, 
Treasurer, Comptroller, Secretary of State, 

Commissioner, Dept. of Finance & Administration 

REAL PROPERTY ADMINISTRATION 
(RPA) 

Oversight and administration responsibilities 
for the planning and development of real property 
 for all state agencies except Higher Education. 

STATE ARCHITECT 
Dept. of F&A 

Tenn. Board of
Regents 

OFFICE OF 
FACILITIES 

DEVELOPMENT

University of 
Tennessee 
OFFICE OF 
FACILITIES 
PLANNING 

Design  

Principal Owner 
representation and 
oversight from 
project 
development and 
initiation through 
project design. 

Management 
Services 

Strategic/project 
planning, 
environmental 
compliance, 
technical/energy 
support, and 
controls services. 

ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER 
Dept. of F&A 

Univ. of Tennessee & 
Board of Regents offices 
have issued separate 
“Designers’ Manuals” 
specific to their internal 
management systems. 

RPA and the two offices under Higher 
Education are established to implement 
SBC authorizations for all state 
agencies and campuses. 

Construction  

Principal Owner 
representation and 
oversight during 
project 
construction and 
through project 
closeout. 

Asset 
Management 
Capital funds 
administration, 
property 
acquisition & 
disposal, and  
leased space 
management. 

Interior Design 

Principal Owner 
representation and 
oversight during 
space planning, 
finishes/furnishings 
selection, and 
facility loading. 

RPA is organized into these five work units – each having a lead or as-needed 
support role through the progression of the Owner project administration process. 


